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                            MILFORD GRAVES FULL MANTIS

                            A FEATURE FILM

                            Now available to rent, own and stream on iTunes and AmazonPrime.

                          

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                                

                              

                            

                          

                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                                 
                              

                            

                          

                          
                            
                              
                                "This movie gives you, well, the man’s heart, and it’s a beautiful one."

                                The New York Times

                                “The best music documentary of the year is also an incredible philosophical investigation into the nature of humanity, art, creativity, being and purpose. The rhythms of the film and the way it moves perfectly align with the instinctive, searching movements of its enigmatic subject.”

                                Neil Fox, Cinematologists

                                "Form and content collide in inspiring ways"

                                Artforum

                                "As much a visual poem as it is a documentary."

                                Downbeat Magazine

                                "A sonic-visual ode to the ineffable magic of inspired and gracious living."

                                Thurston Moore

                                "A kaleidoscopic portrait of the drummer’s belief in the cosmic potential of music"

                                Little White Lies

                                "The work of someone who somehow arrived at a mature understanding of how to transcend the limitations of the biographical musical documentary genre, who realized seemingly intuitively that you can tell the story of a person's life, or you can use that life to tell a story, in sound and pictures, not in words."

                                William Horberg, Producer (Cold Mountain, The Kite Runner)

                                "One of the best jazz documentaries ever assembled... a singular viewing experience."

                                Byron Coley, The Wire : Adventures In Modern Music

                                "Rhythmically right on."

                                Rolling Stone

                                "This is filmmaking that helps remind us of the profundity of our most basic senses, and the rhythm that guides and glides with them."

                                Matt Krefting

                                "Like Graves's music, the film is uncompromisingly original in form, but it teaches us to watch and enjoy it."

                                Pooja Rangan, author, Immediations: The Humanitarian Impulse in Documentary

                              

                            

                          

                          
                            
                              
                                MILFORD GRAVES FULL MANTIS is the first ever feature-length portrait of renowned percussionist Milford Graves, exploring his kaleidoscopic creativity and relentless curiosity.

                                Graves has performed internationally since 1964, both as a soloist and in ensembles with such legends as Albert Ayler, Giuseppi Logan and Sonny Sharrock. He is a founding pioneer of avant-garde jazz, and he remains one of the most influential living figures in the evolution of the form.

                                The film draws the viewer through the artist’s lush garden and ornate home, into the martial arts dojo in his backyard and the laboratory in his basement - all of this just blocks from where he grew up in the housing projects of South Jamaica, Queens.

                                Graves tells stories of discovery, struggle and survival, ruminates on the essence of 'swing,' activates electronic stethoscopes in his basement lab to process the sound of his heart, and travels to Japan where he performs at a school for children with autism, igniting the student body into an ecstatic display of spontaneous collective energy.

                                Oscillating from present to past and weaving intimate glimpses of the artist’s complex cosmology with blistering performances from around the globe, MILFORD GRAVES FULL MANTIS is cinema full of fluidity, polyrhythm and intensity, embodying the essence of Graves’ music itself.

                                 

                                Jake Meginsky / Director

                                Neil Young / Co-Director

                                 

                                Milford Graves / Music and Words

                                Jake Meginsky, Neil Young / Editing

                                Neil Young / Cinematography

                                Jake Meginsky / Producer

                                Neil Young, Gabe Chicoine, George Myers / Co-producers 

                                Neil Young, Jake Meginsky, Marcus DeMaio / Camera

                                Jake Meginsky / Sound Design

                                Milford Graves / Animations

                                Ernst Karel / Re-Recording Mix

                                Jeffrey Weaver / Titles

                                Evan Schwenterly / Color Correction

                                Modulus / Post Finishing Facility 
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                                            NEW MOVIES FOR IMPROVING ENGLISH-LEARNING SKILLS
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Nov 2, 2023
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            If you seek fresh and exciting methods to enhance your English, consider viewing outstanding English language films. This type of exposure to the language helps you to catch up on the natural usage of words and phrases, slang, colloquialisms, swear words, and more!

                                          
Read More →
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                                            How to Teach English Using Documentaries and Short Films
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              June 8, 2023
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            You know the value of using movies to improve your language abilities, but have you considered using documentaries or short films?Since viewing videos on YouTube or Vimeo is a regular part of their lives, watching movies might inspire English language learners. Since most films and short videos circulating online are in English, students are genuinely interested in protecting them in class as part of their education.

                                          
Read More →
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                                            INTERVIEW WITH MILFRORD GRAVES: FROM LEARNING THE LANGUAGE WITH CHINESE TEACHERS ONLINE TO MARTIAL ARTS
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Nov 15, 2022
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            That was 1977, though, and I was simply content to be in Japan and surrounded by the people and environment I was at the time. Here I am performing a small demonstration in the Far East. I learned Chinese with the aid of Chinese teachers online in order to obtain a sense of Far Eastern culture.

                                          
Read More →
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                                            FULL MANTIS invited to inaugural Smithsonian African American Film Festival
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Sep 23, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            MILFORD GRAVES FULL MANTIS has received the honor of being invited into the inaugural Smithsonian African American Film Festival, presented by the National Museum for African American History and Culture, taking place Oct. 24–27 in Washington, D.C.

                                          
Read More →
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                                            FULL MANTIS selected for BFI & Sheffield Doc/Fest's 'Doc/Circuit' program
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Aug 18, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            Sheffield Doc/Fest, with support from the BFI, has selected MILFORD GRAVES FULL MANTIS to be the first film for their Doc/Circuit, a new initiative which aims to develop regional audiences for independent documentary films. Director Jake Meginsky will tour with the film and participate in Q&As at the following venues:

                                            Bertha DocHouse, London - Wednesday 29 August

                                            Hyde Park Picture House, Leeds - Thursday 30 August

                                            Dundee Contemporary Arts - Friday 31 August

                                            Tyneside Cinema, Newcastle - Saturday 1 September

                                            Glasgow Film Theatre - Sunday 2 September

                                            Click here for more information >>

                                          
Read More →
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                                            FULL MANTIS a NY Times Critic's Pick
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Jul 12, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            "The musician Milford Graves is a rare example of a truly holistic artist. This stunning documentary, directed by Jake Meginsky with the assistance of Neil Young (a musician, but no relation to the rock star) does not offer anything like a conventional biography or career trajectory of the percussionist, who was and continues to be a unique force in jazz."


                                            Read the full review here >>

                                          
Read More →
                                          
                                            
                                              Jul 12, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                        

                                      

                                      
                                        
                                          
                                          [image: The Village Voice gives FULL MANTIS a glowing review]

                                        

                                        
                                          
                                            
                                              Jul 11, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            The Village Voice gives FULL MANTIS a glowing review
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Jul 11, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            "Form and content collide in inspiring ways in this documentary ... Milford Graves Full Mantis is a jazz movie in every sense of the word."

                                            Read the rest of The Village Voice's review here >>

                                          
Read More →
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                                            The Hollywood Reporter reviews FULL MANTIS
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                                            "Even for viewers who've never heard of the septuagenarian, it's an oddball delight."

                                            Read the rest here >>

                                          
Read More →
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                                            Milford Graves & Jake Meginsky on Filmwax Radio
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                                            Film Journal Reviews FULL MANTIS
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Jul 11, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            "a wide-ranging look at an intriguing artist, a documentary brimming over with his thoughts about culture as well as his music." Read the rest here >>

                                          
Read More →
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                                            NY Mag Highlights FULL MANTIS
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Jul 9, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            "The new documentary directed by Jake Meginsky and co-directed by Neil Young explores the life of Milford Graves well beyond his contributions to the avant-garde. While pioneering the role of the drummer in free jazz, the Queens native managed to become an acupuncturist, a sculptor, a martial artist, and an expert of the human heart, writing software that turns its pulse into melody. The film, with Graves serving as its only voice, is a lesson in autodidactism."

                                          
Read More →
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                                            The New York City Jazz Record Reviews FULL MANTIS
                                          

                                          
                                            
                                              Jul 5, 2018
                                            

                                            

                                          

                                          
                                            "Through Young’s gorgeous cinematography and an expert interweaving of interviews and footage, Full Mantis is a celebratory incantation of human achievement."

                                          
Read More →
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